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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


April  2,  1896. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

« 


Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  S.  2334.] 

The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  2334) 
construing  the  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  award  of  life-saving 
medals,  make  a favorable  report  upon  the  same,  with  certain  amend- 
ments* suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  report  will 
be  found  below. 

The  committee  suggest  that  the  preamble  be  stricken  out. 


Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  March  12,  1896. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  your  committee 
inclosing  a hill  (S.  2334)  entitled  “A  hill  construing  the  acts  of  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  award  of  life-saving  medals,”  with  the  request  to  furnish  the  committee  such 
suggestions  as  I may  deem  proper  touching  its  merits  and  the  propriety  of  its  passage ; 
and^  in  response,  I have  the  honor  to  say  that  there  seems  to  he  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  hill,  with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit : 

In  line  7,  section  1,  after  the  word  “of,”  insert  the  words  “life-saving.” 

In  lines  7 and  8 strike  out  the  words  “in  certain  cases  of  exceptional  bravery.” 

In  line  9 strike  out  the  words  “life-saving”  and  insert  the  word  “such.” 

In  line  10,  after  the  word  “persons,”  insert  the  word  “hereafter.” 

As  proposed  to  he  amended  the  section  would  read  as  follows : 

“That  so  much  of  the  acts  relating  to  life-saving  stations  and  the  Life-Saving 
Service,  approved  June  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  June  eight- 
eenth, eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  May  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  as  provide  for  the  award  of  life-saving  medals  shall  he  construed  so  as 
to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  bestow  such  medals  upon  persons  here- 
after making  signal  exertions  in  rescuing  and  succoring  the  shipwrecked  and  saving 
persons  from  drowning  in  the  waters  over  which  the  United  States  has  jurisdiction, 
whether  the  said  persons  making  such  exertions  were  or  were  not  members  of  a 
life-saving  crew,  or  whether  or  not  such  exertions  were  made  in  the  vicinity  of 
a life-saving  station.” 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  Carlisle,  Secretary. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Frye, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Commerce , United  States  Senate. 
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